
They Say/I Say Templates

Why Templates? 
Academic writing requires presenting your sources and 
your ideas effectively to readers. According to Graff and 
Birkenstein, the first element in the process involves 
“entering a conversation about ideas” between you—the 
writer—and your sources to reflect your critical thinking 
(ix). The templates allow you, the writer, to organize your 
ideas in relationship to your thesis, supporting evidence, 
opposing evidence, and the conclusion of the argument. 

The Most Important Templates: 
On the one hand, __________. On the other hand, 

Making those Views Something You Say: 
I have always believed that __________. 


